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MEMORANDUM FQR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

-

Jacobo Timerman, the Argentine newspaper editor and publisher,
who was recently released from house arrest and expelled from
Argentina, has asked to see you. He has been in New York

since October 29 to receive the Hubert Humphrey Freedom Award
from B'nai B'rith. In light of your personal intervention
with President Videla on behalf of Mr. Timerman, the Department
of State believes you should meet with him. (C)

Timerman last week told our Press Attache in Tel Aviv that he
is now reluctant to write about his experiences in Argentina
because he fears reprisals. by the military against friends
still in Argentina. For a similar reason, I believe a meeting
could be counterproductive to our efforts to encourage human
rights improvements in Argentina. Timerman's release was the
culmination of such a vicious struggle between moderates and
hardliners in the Argentine military that it provoked a coup
(which was unsuccessful) by the hardliners. I believe that’
the moderates would consider your meeting with him as an un-
friendly (rather than an appreciative) gesture, and they would
be less likely to be accommodating te future cases. (C)

RECOMMENDATION:

That in liew of a meeting, you sign the attached letter to
Timerman. conveying your congratulations.

Approve Disapprove

L
The letter has been cleared by the speechwriters.
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SUBJECT: ,CONVERSATION WITH ARGENTINE EXILE JAC E
1. (G - ENTIRE TEXT}

2. IR COMVERSATIQN WITH PRESS ATTACHE DIETERICH, WHO
NKEW HIM (M ARGEMTINA DURING A {972-74 TOUR THERE,
TIMERKAN O{SCUSSED INTER AL)& HtS INTERROGATION BY .
POLIGE KUTHQRITIES IN ARGENTINA, AMTI-SEMITISH ON THE
ARGENTINA MILITARY RIGHT, HIS PERSONAL DILEHMMA AS TO
WHETHER TO MRITE ABQUT df$ EXPERIENCES, AND THE
FUTURE OF ARGEHTIHE POLITICS. TIHERMAN WILL BE IN THE
UKITED STATES TO RECEIVE AN AWARD FRQM THE AMER!CAN
JEWISH CCMMITTEE Q% SATURDAY, OCT. 7. AFTER THAT HE
PLANS FD TRAVEL TQ HEW YCRK WHERE WE EXPECTI TQ SEE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN. THEM HE WILL GQ TO WASH-
INGTON FOR VARIOUS nEETINGS ON THE AILL, AT THE ARTHENT,
AMD AT THE WHIZE HOUSE,

3. TIMERMAN SALO THAT THE MAIN FOCUS OF QUESTIGNING
DURING HIS JMPRISONMENT WAS HIS ROLE AS THE ARGENTINE !
“LEADER™ QF AN ALLEGED VORLD I!QNIST COMSPIRACY, AND
THAT THERE WAS VERY LITTLE EMPHASIS ON ANY LEFT!ST OR ’
TERRORIS? COMRECTIONS. HE WAS ONGE TOCRTURED IN LA

PLATA iN A ROGH WITH aN SRGANITATICH CHART WHICH SHOWED
IBYGNEEW BRIEZIMSKI AS THE LEADER OF THE CONSPIRACY. ON
ANOTHER OCCASION. WE 4AS TOLD THAT HZ 4AS BEFNG BEATEN
BECAUSE HE HAD DARED TO USE THE TERH LEFTIST-FASCISTS

AN A CONVERSATION WITH aSS1STANT SECGRETARY DERIcM, THE
OBJECTIQ: APPARENTLY BEING THAT AE HAD SLANDEREQ FASCISH
HE WAS ALS0 QUESTICMED CINCIINING SUPPISED CONTACTS
BETWEEN HMEMAGHEM BEGIM aN0 THE MONMTCHERQ 4UERILLAS
DURING A BEGIN VISIT TO 2RGERT.NA 1% 1375, TIMERHAM
BELIEVED THESE QUESTIQNS STEMMED FROW THE FacT THaT
BEGIN'S BCCN "YAR M THE #o0Y LAND" #3D BEEN 7OUNC aNOING
MATERIALS USED BY THE RONTQNERQS, TIMERMAN AT BRGUGHT
FROM PRISON TO A¥ INTESVIEW WITH GEM. HARGUINDESUY IN
THE CASA RCSADA PRIOR TO 3 DERM&M YISIT. THE GEMERSL
IKFCRMED HIM THAT THE ARGEMTIMA GQUERIMENT WAS 4WARE
THAT PATT DERIAH WAS IMTERESTED 1 HiS CASE BECAUSE SHE
YAS H1S CAUSIH. .

4. TIHERMAN ALSO REPORTS THAT 4E BELIEVES LANYSSE'S EX-

" PRESS SECRETARY ECGAADO 5JOM DIE OF A HEAAT ATTACK
QURING TORTURE BY ELECTRIC SAQCK. SIHCE HE WAS a
RELATIVELY YGUHG MAM, THE HILITARY 010 NOT SUSPECT THAT
HE HAD A HEART CONOITIONM.

§. TIHERAHAM 1S NQW RFLUCTANT T4 W2ilE JBQUT 412 =iPCR-
1ENCES 1M ARGENTINA SECALST 3% FELRE REFRIIALS BY THE
HILITARY AuATHaY FNITHCS STILL (N A®GENfina.  AS AN

EXANPLE OF THIS ME MENTIGUED THAT RCRAEMT COX, £21TOR CF
THE BUENQS AIRES HERALD, HAD SENT A RESSAGE 70 HiM
THACUGH THE [SRAELT EMBASIY (K BUEHOS A1AES ASKING WiM

E Department of State

INCOMING
TELEGRAM 337

NOT TO MEMTION GOX IN ANY ARTICLES, .

6. TIMERMAN ALSO MENTICNED THAT-HE BELIEVES THE RIGHT-
WING AMD VERY ANTI-SEMITIC NEWSPAPER £ABILDG IS FINANCED

Y DIANA DE MASSOT, PUBLISHER OF HUEVA PROVINCIA IN ,
BANIA BLAKCA. (INB: MRS. HASSOT VAS WELL -KHQwH TC THE
EMBASSY, AND [F MEMORY SERVES, RECE!VED A MARIA HOORS

CAROT OR [APA AWARD [N 1973 OR 1374.

1. AS TO THE FUTURE OF ARGENTINE POLITICS, TIMERMAN

SAYS ME SEES A SITUATICN IN WHICN MODERATE ANO RIGHT WiNG
ELEMENTS iN THE MILITARY Wilt COMPETE FOR PERONIST

SUPPORT, MHICH MAY CREATE A SITUATION IM WHICH |SABEL PERCH
WILL BE IN A POSITION TQ OECIDE WHO RUNS ARGENTINA.

t. [N CONVERSATION WiTH TSMERMAN CNE IS LEFT WITH A
CHILLEMG IMPRESSLON THAT HE 15 SiMPLY REPORTING

WHAT HE KAS EAPERIENCED AND BELIEVES. HE CHARACTERIIES
THE ARGENTIKE MILITARY RIGHT AS CLASSICALLY TOTALITARIAN
AND ANTI-SEMITIC.-

9, TIMERMAN (S NOW £MPLOYED BY THE MPQRTANT TEL AVIV

DAILY MAARIV AND SEEMS COMFORTABLE WITH THAT Facy, - . '
ALTHOUGH HE SAID HE MIGHT BE INTERESTED [N IPENDING SOME

TIME AT AN ACADEMIC IMSTITUTIGH IN THE US, HE SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED COLUMBEA. THUS FAR HE HAS WRITTEN QMLY ON .

LATIN AMER(CAM MATTERS, BUT IT IS TO BE EXPECTER THAT HE

WILL BRANCH INTD BROADER OISCUSIION QF IMTERINATICNAL

POLITICAL MATTERS, HE SAID THAT THE THEME QF A SPEECH

HE WILL GIVE IN THE UNITED ST&TES WiLL 8E HUMaW RIGHTS

AS THE |DEOLGGY OF THE EIGHTIES, AND ADDED THAT THE US

nt of State, A/GISAP
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